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Now, we have gone through that. We’re still
doing our best to preserve the U.N. mission
and presence in Croatia. We may not be able
to persuade President Tudjman and his govern-
ment to do that. We have, therefore, not articu-
lated a clear position. Obviously, we feel a great
obligation to all of our allies who are in
UNPROFOR who are in vulnerable positions.
But I want to say that we have not at this
moment explicitly embraced a plan, consulted
with the congressional leadership, and ratified
it. But obviously, we are just as concerned about
the U.N. forces in Croatia as those in Bosnia,
but the decisionmaking process is at a different
point.

Foreign Policy
Q. The Prime Minister is very concerned

about what he perceives as isolationist ten-
dencies in American society. Do you share those
concerns? Do you think there is a danger that
the United States may abdicate its role as a
world leader?

The President. Yes, I share the concerns. No,
I don’t think the United States will abdicate
its role as a world leader. I share the concerns
because—for two reasons: One is, a lot of our
people here know that the cold war is over,
know that most Americans have worked hard
for more than a decade now without any appre-
ciable increase in their living standards, and
would like to see us focus on our problems
here at home in ways that make progress on
our economic and social problems.

I believe that we have to make progress on
our economic and social problems, but I don’t
believe that over the long run we can really
solve our own problems at home unless we are
also operating in a world that’s more peaceful,
more democratic, and more prosperous. The
only way a wealthy country like The Netherlands
or the United States grows wealthier is if there
is growth in the world, and we trade into it,
and we work our way into it.

So we have a very clear personal interest that
does not permit us to be isolationists. And if
we—we could get away with being isolationists
for a couple of years, and then pretty soon we’d
be spending even more of our money on mili-
tary involvement, cleaning up foreign problems
and dealing with the consequences of our ne-
glect.

So I believe that we will resolve these ten-
sions and debates by reaffirming America’s lead-
ership in the world. And that is my determina-
tion. That is what I’m committed to doing and
why I’m so grateful for the Prime Minister’s
presence here in the United States and for his
words and for the leadership and the example
that The Netherlands have set in this area.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 87th news conference
began at 12:55 p.m. in the Cross Hall at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to President
Franjo Tudjman of Croatia.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the National Security Strategy
Report
February 28, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 603 of the Goldwater-

Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization
Act of 1986, I am transmitting a report on the
National Security Strategy of the United States.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 28, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 1.
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Statement on the Food Stamp Program Antifraud Initiative
March 1, 1995

I am very pleased that USDA is presenting
this comprehensive proposal to Congress today.

With this package, we are saying to the Con-
gress that we expect the Food Stamp Program
to continue to get food to people who need
it but that we will not tolerate criminals who
defraud the system and seek to profit from the
hunger of others.

Over the past 2 years, this administration has
made restoring public trust in Government a
top priority. As part of our comprehensive strat-

egy to reinvent the Food Stamp Program, we
are today asking Congress for broad new pow-
ers, comprised of 13 specific items, to counter-
attack those who have exploited the program.

This administration has made clear our oppo-
sition to block grants for our nutrition programs.
With this tough, workable antifraud initiative,
we are ensuring that the Food Stamp Program
will earn the public trust, and continue to help
people who need it.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the
Department of Transportation
March 1, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 308 of Public Law

97–449 (49 U.S.C. 308(a)), I transmit herewith
the Twenty-seventh Annual Report of the De-

partment of Transportation, which covers fiscal
year 1993.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 1, 1995.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Energy Department Report
March 1, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of sec-

tion 657 of the Department of Energy Organiza-
tion Act (Public Law 95–91; 42 U.S.C. 7267),
I transmit herewith the 13th Annual Report of

the Department of Energy, which covers the
years 1992 and 1993.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 1, 1995.
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